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regional arts australia and the Museum of australian democracy at old Parliament House presents::

From a flag woven of native flora to a 
repurposed signs from the intervention, 
the second National Visual Arts Showcase 
celebrates the diversity and strength  
of contemporary art being created  
across the country. 

an initiative of regional arts australia, presented 
in partnership with the Museum of australian 
democracy, Right Here Now: A Powerful 
Regional Voice in Our Democracy underscores 
the importance of creative practices beyond the 
metropolitan areas. the showcase exhibition, which 
opens in Canberra this November, highlights the 
results of a nine month long mentorship between 
eighteen established and early-career artists from 
across regional, rural and remote australia.

Developing talent, building networks:  
Participating artists have been partnered together in a fluid mentorship structure  
– fostering invaluable connections, building skills and sharing ideas. throughout, 
the project seeks to support a thriving regional arts sector, generate professional 
development and national exposure opportunities for regional artists. 

Responding to democracy:  
shown in the context of the Museum of australian democracy at old Parliament 
House in Canberra, Right Here Now champions the freedom of expression, 
ideals of equality and the many different cultures that make up our nation.

the expressive lines and rich textures in Rick Ball’s abstract work, for example, 
speak of his perception of democracy – the importance he places in practicing in 
the country and the freedom he takes from the landscape that surrounds him.  
His work embraces the geography of lake Menindee, his memories of  
wondering around the sand and the choices that space can open up to  
behave in unexpected ways.

Images from left: 

Donna Fortescue Beneath the 
Southern Cross we Stand 2015, 
Jarrah, Corymbia Calophylla 
(red Gum) gum nuts and sticks, 
Xanthorrhoea tree fronds 
(Balga), Banskia leaves, hessian, 
braid, Balga resin, charcoal, 
rabbit skin glue, aluminum and 
cotton thread.

artist Jimmy K Thaiday working 
on his artwork for the exhibition, 
Erub Ewer Meta, darnley island

Overleaf:

raymond arnold Off the Grid 
– Constructing Settlement / 
Constructing Memory 2015 
(detail) 

all images courtesy the artists

http://www.thecuratorsdepartment.com/right-here-now/


other artists in the exhibition 
take on a more political stance, 
using their work as a tool for 
commentary. Sandra Hill’s light 
box, for example, uses screen-
printed text to denounce 
issues of racism still present 
in australia. in contrast to the 
divisive nature of her text, a 
unified, delicate skin covers her 
work, which is made by hand-
stitching rice paper and dipping 
it into various native resins.

Sharing ideas:

the interweaving of ideas and 
processes has been particularly 
rewarding and will hopefully be one that viewers will 
respond to. Co-curator Holly Williams says of this process: 

“The different ways the artists have worked together reflects 
their multiplicity of approaches – some take their inspiration 
from the beauty of their surroundings and moments in their 
daily lives and others from the social and cultural narratives 
of their communities. We’ve  been inspired by the creative 
relationships fostered between the artists – how they have 
challenged and supported each other in equal measure.” 

Examples of this process include artists Raymond Arnold 
and Jessie Pangas who have both taken their inspiration 
from the same old building in the remote Western 
tasmanian mining town of Queenstown.  through their 
focus on this site they’ve examined the development of 
democracy in australia (notably its connection to King 
O’Malley, a key figure of Australian public life during 
the early years of federation), but they have also found 
great encouragement in their collaborative approach.  

raymond arnold comments: 
“Jessie has pictured the Federation house from a vantage 
point to the east. I have made my painting of the view 
back to the east... In a sense we are looking to one 
another as artists, confirming a type of reciprocal action 
and in turn the mechanism of mentor and mentee.”

supported by regional arts australia. 
the regional arts fund is an australian 
Government initiative that supports 
sustainable cultural development in regional, 
remote and very remote australia. 

the Patron of regional arts australia 
is Her Excellency lady Cosgrove.

WhAt: National Visual art showcase 2015  
Right Here Now: A Powerful Regional Voice 
in Our Democracy

WheN: opening tues 17 November, 6pm. 
Exhibition continues to March 2016

WheRe: Museum of australian democracy 
at old Parliament House, Canberra, aCt

WhO: artists: ViC: linda Botham (mentor), 
Bonnie Weidenbach; NsW: rick Ball 
(mentor), taya Biggs, Jade Cicak, Neil 
Mitchell, Joseph Newman and tahlia 
Philp; sa: Chris de rosa (mentor), Ebony 
Heidenreich; tas: raymond arnold 
(mentor), Jessie Pangas; Qld:  Brian 
robinson (mentor), Jimmy thaiday; Nt: 
Chayni Henry (mentor), david Collins; Wa: 
sandra Hill (mentor), donna fortescue. 

Curated by the Curators’ department (ivan 
Muñiz reed, Holly Williams, Glenn Barkley).
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Catalogue, high resolution images and 
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